REFNO: 1260-1-01

(ACCNO 0079)

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

= BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 1 OCTOBER 1993

—

Status: (Z) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Date Status assigned: 14 May 1973

Name: FERGUSON, WALTER JR (NMN)

Nationality AMERICAN Race NEGROID Blood Chit §
Service ARMY Sex MALE Blood type O +
Grade E3 Hair  BLACK Complexion DARK
SSAN AT/ Eyes  BROWN Weapon it

Serial No J> A Height 65 in /1.65 mtrs Weapon No  #

Rirth date 13 Aug 1947 |Weight 130 lb / 58.9 kg |Duty pos  RIFLEMAN
Home State NEW YORK Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $

e T e ——

Site Type:

UTM:

Lat/Long:

Country:

Military Region:

Mission Province:
(formerly):

Mission District:

Mission Date:

Mission Category:

Local Analysis:

Folders Passed:

INCIDENT LOCATION (O)

GROUND SITE
48PXU757101

115051N / 1063647E
SOUTH VIETNAM

3
SONG BE

LOC NINH
23 Aug 1968

Investigations:
Vessey Case: FIVE
Case type: DISCREPANCY

Vehicle Type: GRND

Crash Type: None
call Sign: $
Year: $

DU I

or Blank

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

VEHICLE DATA

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

SITE INFORMATION == ===m===

IAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)

48PWU563177
115513N / 1053102E
CAMBODIA

1

KAMPONG CHAM

Unknown location.

Feb 92, Jan 92, Mar 88, Aug 87
Apr 92, Feb 92, Oct 92

Serial:
Engine Type:
1 Serial:

2 Serial:

Ly LNy S>>

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Item is not applicabl

e to this case.
= pata for item is unknown oOr not available.

CASE: 1260

CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS

24 March 1976

ON 23 AUGUST 1968 PFC WALTER FERGUSON JR., WAS A RIFLEMAN/AMMO BEARER
WITH COMPANY D. 1ST BATTALION, 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION, ON A RECON-IN-FORCE
MISSION WHEN HIS COMPANY WAS ENGAGED IN A FIRE FIGHT BY A HOSTILE FORCE IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XU 757 101 IN SOUTH VIETNAM. PFC FERGUSON
WAS LAST SEEN BY A WITNESS CARRYING AMMO BOXES AND PULLING BACK WITH HIS
UNIT AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO BREAK CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY AND ESTABLSIH A

PERIMETER.

CONTINUED SEARCHES OF THE BATTLE AREA BY FRIENDLY FORCES DURING THE
NEXT SEVEN DAYS SUCCEEDED IN LOCATING ONLY PFC FERGUSON’S STEEL HELMET
WITH A LETTER ADDRESSED TO HIM INSIDE, AND THE TWO BOXES OF 7.62 MM
AMMUNITION HE WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CARRYING. HOWEVER, NO CONCLUSIVE

PROOF OF HIS DEATH OR CAPTURE COULD BE FOUND.

STATEMENTS OF REPATRIATED U.S. PRISONERS AND ENEMY RALLIERS INDICATED
THAT PFC FERGUSON WAS CAPTURED ON OR ABOUT THE DATE OF THE FIRE FIGHT,
MOVED TO SEVERAL DETENTION AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND WAS FINALLY SETTLED
IN CAMBODIA UNTIL HIS DEATH IN JUNE OF 1970 DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM
A CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES WU 600 200 CAMBODIA. THE
REMAINS OF PFC FERGUSON WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BURIED BY HIS CAPTORS;
HOWEVER, THE EXACT LOCATION IS UNKNOWN SINCE NONE OF THOSE QUESTIONED WAS

PRESENT AT THE BURIAL. (REF 1, 2 AND 3)

v DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. ON
SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN 1973 AND EARLY 1974, THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM ASKED THE COMMUNIST (PRG) DELEGATION FOR
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF THE GRAVE OF THIS INDIVIDUAL, AS WELL AS
THOSE OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS OFFICIALLY LISTED AS HAVING DIED IN CAPTIVITY.

! THE U.S. ALSO PRESSED THE COMMUNISTS FOR DISCUSSIONS OF PROCEDURES BY
WHICH THE REMAINS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS COULD BE RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL.
NO POSITIVE RESPONSE WAS EVER FORTHCOMING FROM THE COMMUNISTS TO ANY OF
THESE OVERTURES. PFC FERGUSON IS5 CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE

STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
16 November 1992

SOURCE PROVIDED LIMITED, HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF A
U.S. SERVICEMAN DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM A VIET CONG PRISONER OF WAR
CAMP LOCATED EIGHTEEN KILOMETERS FROM LOC NINH VILLAGE IN LOC NINH




CASE: 1260

DISTRICT, SONG BE PROVINCE VIETNAM. THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH REPORTED BY
THE SOURCE CLOSELY MATCH INFORMATION PROVIDED BY U.S. REPATRIATES HELD
WITH PRIVATE FERGUSON AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. DATA IN JTFFA FILES DOES
NOT CONFIRN THE LOCATION OF A VIET CONG DETENTION CAMP "KS8" NEAR LOC NINH
VILLAGE. SOURCE REPORTED PRIVATE FERGUSON’S BODY WAS BURIED NEAR A STREAM
IN A RUBBER TREE PLANTATION. THE HEARSAY NATURE OF THE INFORMATION
PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1260. (REF 6)

=== REFERENCES ===
24 March 1976

REFERENCES: <1> RPT, 1ST BN, 2ND INF, REPORT OF INQUIRY W/STATEMENTS,
14 SEP 68. <2> RPT, DIA INFO RPT, STATEMENT OF RALLIER PFC TRAN VAN
CAU, 7 SEP 70. <3> MSG, USAINT OIC, FT GORDON GA., DEBRIEF OF MAJ.
SCRUMP, 2102007 FEB 73. <4> 26-28 FEB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

<5> DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION: 1260, 3006512 APK 92. <6> CJTFFA DET
ONE RPT 91-465, 25 AUG 92. <7> 201303Z NOV 92, CJTFFA DET ONE, BANGKOK,

TH. <8> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 240352Z NOV 92. <9> CJTFFA DET ONE
BANGKOK TH 2607117 MAR 92. <10> CDR JTFFA/J2 203702Z SEP 93.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
9 February 1985
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON WALTER FERGUSON JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
DURING THE 6-9 FEB 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
2 December 1987
A CASE FILE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO WALTER FERGUSON JR, WAS MAILED TO
THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT ON 18 MAR 87 BY THE EXEC DIR OF THE NATIONAL

LEAGUE OF FAMILIES. A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO SAME WAS PASSED BY JCRC
ON 4 AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED

BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH.

9 March 1992
DURING THE 12-15 JAN 92 VISIT TO HAWAII, THE FOLLOWING CASES WERE
DISCUSSED WITH THE CAMBODIAN TECHNICAL DELEGATION: 1260.

CASE 1260 NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM DURING THE 26-28 FEB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING. (REF 4)

CASE: 1260

=== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
22 July 1992

ON 23 APR 92, A JOINT U.S./CAMBODIA INVESTIGATION TEAM TRAVELED TO
THREE SEPARATE VILLAGES TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS CONCERNING CASE 1260. PHUM
SRE SEAN VILLAGE (WU600201), WAT ANGKOR NARAM (WU602103), AND ANLUNG PUONG
VILLAGE (WUS563177). BASED ON THE INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE
INTERVIEWS, THE TEAM WAS ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE LOCATION OF AN ALLEGED
FORMER POW CAMP RELATED TO REFNO 1260. THE ALEGED POW CAMP IS LOCATED IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORD (WU563177), TBONG KHMUM DISTRICT, KAMPONG CHAM

PROVINCE. THE VILLAGERS INTERVIEWED HAD NO INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AN
AMERICAN POW HAVING EVER BEEN HELD AT THE ALLEGED POW CAMP. (REF

5)

6 August 1992

DIA AND JTF-FA AGREE ON INCIDENT LOCATION AND LAST KNOWN LOCATION;
HOWEVER, FOR OPERATIONAL PURPOSES, THE JTF-FA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN
CAMBODIA. BASED ON HISTORICAL PURPOSES, DIA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN

SOUTH VIETNAM.

—=— JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===

12 January 1993

FROM 1-14 NOV 92, A UNILATERAL TEAM COMPRISED OF MEMBERS FROM THE
VNOSMP AND SONG BE PROVINCE TASK TEAMS CANVASSED LOCAL RESIDENTS IN SEARCH
OF INFORMATION PERTAINING TO CASE 1260 THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS
OF SONG BE PROVINCE. THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE PERIOD, NOT ONE POTENTIAL
WITNESS WITH EITHER FIRSTHAND OR HEARSAY INFORMATION COULD BE LOCATED.

(REF 7)

28 January 1993

DURING JFA-20 (22 OCT-18 NOV 92) A JOINT TEAM ATTEMPTED TO INVESTIGATE
THIS CASE. VNOSMP OFFICIALS STATED THEY COULD FIND NO WITNESSES WITH
INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS CASE. FURTHER, THE JOINT TEAM WAS UNABLE TO
OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION THAT COULD BE CORRELATED TO THIS CASE. (REF 8)

28 September 1993

NO INFORMATION COULD BE CORRELATED TO CASE 1260 DURING THIS INVESTIGATION.
FIVE PERSONS WITH KNOWLEDGE OF COSVN PRISON CAMP SYSTEMS WERE INTERVIEWED
BUT NONE RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY WHEN DIRECTLY QUESTIONED ABOUT CASE 1260

OR A PRISONER THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SHOT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO FLEE. (REF 9)




CASE: 1260

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===

1
1
I

28 September 1993

====== BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 26 OCTOBER 1993
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(Z) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

REFNO: 1260-1-01 (ACCNO 0079) Status:

gﬁgDD$§”¥ﬁ§Tsgﬁ%XIR?QEﬁNTﬁ§§R93Ap$5§§?9 gg;ﬁnggEgMggIgggNgRiggg??fOngT | Name: FERGUSON, WALTER JR (NMN) Date Status assigned: 14 May 1973
/

LINE ENTRY #31 CORRELATES BASED ON THE INDIVIDUAL'S NAME. (REF 10) Nationality AMERICAN Race NEGROID 'Blood Chit

Service ARMY lSex 'Blood type O +°

Grade E3 'Hair !Complexion DARK

SSAN 'Eyes |Weapon #

Serial No 67075378 'Height 65 in /1.65 mtrs 'Weapon No  #

Birth date 13 Aug 1947 |Weight 130 lb / 58.93 kg |Duty pos RIFLEMAN

Home State NEW YORK 'Religion PROTESTANT IPW Camp S

Site Type:

UTM:

Lat/Long:

Country:

Military Region:

Mission Province:
(formerly):

Mission District:

Mission Date:

Mission Category:

Local Analysis:
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INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

GROUND SITE
48PXU757101

115051N / 1063647k
SOUTH VIETNAM

3
SONG BE

LOC NINH
23 Aug 1968

SITE INFORMATION

LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)

48PWU563177
115513N / 1053102E

CAMBODIA

1

KAMPONG CHAM

Unknown location.

c===== JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ======s=ss===s=s==s=s=s===

Folders Passed: Feb 92, Jan 92, Mar 88, Aug 87

Investigations: Apr 92, Feb 92, Oct 92

Vessey Case: FIVE
Case type:

Vehicle Type:
Crash Type:
Call Sign:

DISCREPANCY

Year: §

P T T - -
—EEEERESES =SS

4 = Ttem has been researched but data cannot he
§ = Item is not applicable to this case.
@

or Blank

VEHICLE DATA

"—=‘_============================

Serial:
Engine Type:
1 Serial:

2 Serial:

S====== SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY ==========================

obtained.

= Data for item is unknown or not available.




CASE:

1260
== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===

-
=

24 March 1976

ON 23 AUGUST 1968 PFC WALTER FERGUSON JR., WAS A RIFLEMAN/AMMO BEARER
WITH COMPANY D. 1ST BATTALION, 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION, ON A RECON-IN-FORCE
MISSION WHEN HIS COMPANY WAS ENGAGED IN A FIRE FIGHT BY A HOSTILE FORCE IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XU 757 101 IN SOUTH VIETNAM. PFC FERGUSON
WAS LAST SEEN BY A WITNESS CARRYING AMMO BOXES AND PULLING BACK WITH HIS
UNIT AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO BREAK CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY AND ESTABLSIH A

PERIMETER.

CONTINUED SEARCHES OF THE BATTLE AREA BY FRIENDLY FORCES DURING THE
NEXT SEVEN DAYS SUCCEEDED IN LOCATING ONLY PFC FERGUSON’'S STEEL HELMET
WITH A LETTER ADDRESSED TO HIM INSIDE, AND THE TWO BOXES OF 7.62 MM
AMMUNITION HE WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CARRYING. HOWEVER, NO CONCLUSIVE
PROOF OF HIS DEATH OR CAPTURE COULD BE FOUND.

STATEMENTS OF REPATRIATED U.S. PRISONERS AND ENEMY RALLIERS INDICATED
THAT PFC FERGUSON WAS CAPTURED ON OR ABOUT THE DATE OF THE FIRE FIGHT,
MOVED TO SEVERAL DETENTION AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND WAS FINALLY SETTLED
IN CAMBODIA UNTIL HIS DEATH IN JUNE OF 1970 DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM
A CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES WU 600 200 CAMBODIA. THE
REMAINS OF PFC FERGUSON WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BURIED BY HIS CAPTORS;
HOWEVER, THE EXACT LOCATION IS UNKNOWN SINCE NONE OF THOSE QUESTIONED WAS
PRESENT AT THE BURIAL. (REF 1, 2 AND 3)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. ON
SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN 1973 AND EARLY 1974, THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM ASKED THE COMMUNIST (PRG) DELEGATION FOR
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF THE GRAVE OF THIS INDIVIDUAL, AS WELL AS
THOSE OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS OFFICIALLY LISTED AS HAVING DIED IN CAPTIVITY.

THE U.S. ALSO PRESSED THE COMMUNISTS FOR DISCUSSIONS OF PROCEDURES BY
WHICH THE REMAINS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS COULD BE RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL.
NO POSITIVE RESPONSE WAS EVER FORTHCOMING FROM THE COMMUNISTS TO ANY OF
THESE OVERTURES. PFC FERGUSON IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE
STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===

16 November 1992
SOURCE PROVIDED LIMITED, HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF A
U.S. SERVICEMAN DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM A VIET CONG PRISONER OF WAR
CAMP LOCATED EIGHTEEN KILOMETERS FROM LOC NINH VILLAGE IN LOC NINH

CASE: 1260

DISTRICT, SONG BE PROVINCE VIETNAM. THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH REPORTED BY
THE SOURCE CLOSELY MATCH INFORMATION PROVIDED BY U.S. REPATRIATES HELD
WITH PRIVATE FERGUSON AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. DATA IN JTFFA FILES DOES
NOT CONFIRN THE LOCATION OF A VIET CONG DETENTION CAMP "K58" NEAR LOC NINH
VILLAGE. SOURCE REPORTED PRIVATE FERGUSON'S BODY WAS BURIED NEAR A STREAM
IN A RUBBER TREE PLANTATION. THE HEARSAY NATURE OF THE INFORMATION
PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1260. (REF 6)

= REFERENCES ===

24 March 1976

REFERENCES: <1> RPT, 1ST BN, 2ND INF, REPORT OF INQUIRY W/STATEMENTS,
14 SEP 68. <2> RPT, DIA INFO RPT, STATEMENT OF RALLIER PFC TRAN VAN
CAU, 7 SEP 70. <3> MSG, USAINT OIC, FT GORDON GA., DEBRIEF OF MAJ.

SCRUMP, 2102002 FEB 73. <4> 26-28 FEB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

<5> DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION: 1260, 300651Z APR 92. <6> CJTFFA DET
ONE RPT T91-465, 25 AUG 92. <7> 201303Z NOV 92, CJTFFA DET ONE, BANGKOK,
TH. <8> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 2403522 NOV 92. <9> CJTFFA DET ONE
BANGKOK TH 2607112 MAR 92. <10> CDR JTFFA/J2 203702Z SEP 93. <l11> JTF-FA
DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
9 February 1985
A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON WALTER FERGUSON JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
DURING THE 6-9 FEB 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
2 December 1987
A CASE FILE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO WALTER FERGUSON JR, WAS MAILED TO
THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT ON 18 MAR 87 BY THE EXEC DIR OF THE NATIONAL
LEAGUE OF FAMILIES. A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO SAME WAS PASSED BY JCRC
ON 4 AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED
BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH.
9 March 1992
DURING THE 12-15 JAN 92 VISIT TO HAWAII, THE FOLLOWING CASES WERE
DISCUSSED WITH THE CAMBODIAN TECHNICAL DELEGATION: 1260.

CASE 1260 NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM DURING THE 26-28 FEB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING. (REF ¢)




CASE: 1260

MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
22 July 1992

ON 23 APR 92, A JOINT U.S./CAMBODIA INVESTIGATION TEAM TRAVELED TO
THREE SEPARATE VILLAGES TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS CONCERNING CASE 1260. PHUM
SRE SEAN VILLAGE (WU600201), WAT ANGKOR NARAM (WU602103), AND ANLUNG PUONG
VILLAGE (WU563177). BASED ON THE INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE -
INTERVIEWS, THE TEAM WAS ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE LOCATION OF AN ALLEGED
FORMER POW CAMP RELATED TO REFNO 1260. THE ALLEGED POW CAMP IS LOCATED IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORD (WU563177), TBONG KHMUM DISTRICT, KAMPONG CHAM
PROVINCE. THE VILLAGERS INTERVIEWED HAD NO INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AN
AMERICAN POW HAVING EVER BEEN HELD AT THE ALLEGED POW CAMP. (REF

5)

6 August 1992

DIA AND JTF-FA AGREE ON INCIDENT LOCATION AND LAST KNOWN LOCATION;
HOWEVER, FOR OPERATIONAL PURPOSES, THE JTF-FA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN
CAMBODIA. BASED ON HISTORICAL PURPOSES, DIA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN

SOUTH VIETNAM.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
12 January 1993

FROM 1-14 NOV 92, A UNILATERAL TEAM COMPRISED OF MEMBERS FROM THE
VNOSMP AND SONG BE PROVINCE TASK TEAMS CANVASSED LOCAL RESIDENTS IN SEARCH
OF INFORMATION PERTAINING TO CASE 1260 THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS
OF SONG BE PROVINCE. THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE PERIOD, NOT ONE POTENTIAL
WITNESS WITH EITHER FIRSTHAND OR HEARSAY INFORMATION COULD BE LOCATED.

(REF 7)

28 January 1993

DURING JFA-20 (22 OCT-18 NOV 92) A JOINT TEAM ATTEMPTED TO INVESTIGATE
THIS CASE. VNOSMP OFFICIALS STATED THEY COULD FIND NO WITNESSES WITH
INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS CASE. FURTHER, THE JOINT TEAM WAS UNABLE TO
OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION THAT COULD BE CORRELATED TO THIS CASE. (REF 8)

28 September 1993

NO INFORMATION COULD BE CORRELATED TO CASE 1260 DURING THIS INVESTIGATION.
FIVE PERSONS WITH KNOWLEDGE OF COSVN PRISON CAMP SYSTEMS WERE INTERVIEWED
BUT NONE RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY WHEN DIRECTLY QUESTIONED ABOUT CASE 1260

OR A PRISONER THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SHOT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO FLEE. (REF 9)

CASE:

1260

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
28 September 1993

SRV DOCUMENT PROVIDED IN APR 93, TITLED "LIST OF AMERICAN PRISONERS THAT
DIED IN THE SOUTH AFTER THEIR CAPTURE," CORRELATES TO REFNO 1260-1-01.
LINE ENTRY #31 CORRELATES BASED ON THE INDIVIDUAL'S NAME. (REF 10)

15 October 1993

ON 1 SEP 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR EACH OF
THE 27 DIED IN CAPTIVITY CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A
U.S. PRESENTATION OF THE D.I.C. LIST AS A GUIDE FOR SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM
INVESTIGATION. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNO 1260, WHICH THE VIETNAMESE
RECOMMENDED FOR FURTHER JOINT INVESTIGATION. (REF 11)




JOINT ,TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 4 MAY 1994

REFNO: 1260-1~01 (A

CCNO 0079)

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION === ==

Status: (Z) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: FERGUSON, WALTER JR (NMN) Date Status assigned: 14 May 1973
Nationality AMERICAN Race NEGROID Blood Chit $
Service ARMY Sex MALE Blood type O +
Grade E3 Hair  BLACK Complexion DARK
SSAN DATA Eyes  BROWN Weapon #
Serial No 67075378 Height 65 in /1.65 mtrs |Weapon No #
Birth date 13 Aug 1947 [Weight 130 lb / 58.9 kg |Duty pos RIFLEMAN
Home State NEW YORK Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp S
SITE INFORMATION
INCIDENT LOCATION (0) LAST KNOWN LOCATION (1)
Site Type: GROUND SITE
UTM: 48PXU757101 48PWU563177
Lat/Long: 115051N / 1063647E 115513N / 1053102E
Country: SOUTH VIETNAM CAMBODIA
Military Region: 3 1
Mission Province:  SONG BE
(formerly) : KAMPONG CHAM
Mission District: LOC NINH
Mission Date: 23 Aug 1968
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: None. Unknown location.

Folders Passed:

Investigations:
Vessey Case: FIVE
Case type: DISCREPANCY

Vehicle Type: GRND

Crash Type: None
Call Sign: $
Year: §

VEHICLE DATA

==== JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY =

Feb 92, Jan 92, Mar 88, Aug 87
Apr 92, Oct 92, Feb 92, Aug 93

Serial:
Engine Type:
1 Serial:

2 Serial:

NN

= SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY =

i

DI
non

or Blank

Item has been 'researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.

= Data for item is unknown or not available.

CASE: 1260

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
24 March 1976

ON 23 AUGUST 1968 PFC WALTER FERGUSON JR., WAS A RIFLEMAN/AMMO BEARER
WITH COMPANY D. 1ST BATTALION, 2ND INFANTRY DIVISION, ON A RECON-IN-FORCE
MISSION WHEN HIS COMPANY WAS ENGAGED IN A FIRE FIGHT BY A HOSTILE FORCE IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XU 757 101 IN SOUTH VIETNAM. PFC FERGUSON
WAS LAST SEEN BY A WITNESS CARRYING AMMO BOXES AND PULLING BACK WITH HIS
UNIT AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO BREAK CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY AND ESTABLSIH A

PERIMETER.

CONTINUED SEARCHES OF THE BATTLE AREA BY FRIENDLY FORCES DURING THE
NEXT SEVEN DAYS SUCCEEDED IN LOCATING ONLY PFC FERGUSON'’S STEEL HELMET
WITH A LETTER ADDRESSED TO HIM INSIDE, AND THE TWO BOXES OF 7.62 MM
AMMUNITION HE WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CARRYING. HOWEVER, NO CONCLUSIVE
PROOF OF HIS DEATH OR CAPTURE COULD BE FOUND.

STATEMENTS OF REPATRIATED U.S. PRISONERS AND ENEMY RALLIERS INDICATED
THAT PFC FERGUSON WAS CAPTURED ON OR ABOUT THE DATE OF THE FIRE FIGHT,
MOVED TO SEVERAL DETENTION AREAS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND WAS FINALLY SETTLED
IN CAMBODIA UNTIL HIS DEATH IN JUNE OF 1970 DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM
A CAMP IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES WU 600 200 CAMBODIA. THE
REMAINS OF PFC FERGUSON WERE SAID TO HAVE BEEN BURIED BY HIS CAPTORS;
HOWEVER, THE EXACT LOCATION IS UNKNOWN SINCE NONE OF THOSE QUESTIONED WAS
PRESENT AT THE BURIAL. (REF 1, 2 AND 3)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITE INVOLVED IN THIS CASE. ON
SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN 1973 AND EARLY 1974, THE U.S. DELEGATION TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM ASKED THE COMMUNIST (PRG) DELEGATION FOR
INFORMATION ON THE LOCATION OF THE GRAVE OF THIS INDIVIDUAL, AS WELL AS
THOSE OF OTHER INDIVIDUALS OFFICIALLY LISTED AS HAVING DIED IN CAPTIVITY.

THE U.S. ALSO PRESSED THE COMMUNISTS FOR DISCUSSIONS OF PROCEDURES BY
WHICH THE REMAINS OF THESE INDIVIDUALS COULD BE RETURNED TO U.S. CONTROL.
NO POSITIVE RESPONSE WAS EVER FORTHCOMING FROM THE COMMUNISTS TO ANY OF
THESE OVERTURES. PFC FERGUSON IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE PRESUMPTIVE

STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
16 November 1992
SOURCE PROVIDED LIMITED, HEARSAY INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DEATH OF A

U.S. SERVICEMAN DURING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT FROM A VIET CONG PRISONER OF WAR
CAMP LOCATED EIGHTEEN KILOMETERS FROM LOC NINH VILLAGE IN LOC NINH




CASE: 1260

DISTRICT, SONG BE PROVINCE VIETNAM. THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH REPORTED BY
THE SOURCE CLOSELY MATCH INFORMATION PROVIDED BY U.S. REPATRIATES HELD
WITH PRIVATE FERGUSON AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. DATA IN JTFFA FILES DOES
NOT CONFIRN THE LOCATION OF A VIET CONG DETENTION CAMP "K58" NEAR LOC NINH
VILLAGE. SOURCE REPORTED PRIVATE FERGUSON’S BODY WAS BURIED NEAR A STREAM
IN A RUBBER TREE PLANTATION. THE HEARSAY NATURE OF THE INFORMATION
PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE POSSIBLY CORRELATES TO REFNO 1260. (REF 6)

. === REFERENCES ===
24 March 1976

REFERENCES: <1> RPT, 1ST BN, 2ND INF, REPORT OF INQUIRY W/STATEMENTS,
14 SEP 68. <2> RPT, DIA INFO RPT, STATEMENT OF RALLIER S
7 SEP 70. <3> MSG, USAINT OIC, FT GORDON GA., DEBRIEF OF MAJ.

SCRUMP, 210200Z FEB 73. <4> 26-28 FEB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

<5> DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION: 1260, 300651Z APR 92, <6> CJTFFA DET
ONE RPT T91-465, 25 AUG 92. <7> 201303Z NOV 92, CJTFFA DET ONE, BANGKOK,
TH. <8> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH, 2403527 NOV 92. <9> CJTFFA DET ONE
BANGKOK TH 260711Z MAR 92. <10> CDR JTFFA/J2 2037022 SEP 93. <11> JTF-FA
DET 2 FAX (831-93), 3 SEP 93. <12> MFR, CASUALTY RESOLUTION SUPERVISOR,

DET TWO, 14 DEC 93.

=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
9 February 1985

A NEGOTIATION FOLDER ON WALTER FERGUSON JR. WAS PASSED TO THE SRV
DURING THE 6-9 FEB 85 JCRC TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

2 December 1987

A CASE FILE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO WALTER FERGUSON JR, WAS MAILED TO
THE CAMBODIAN GOVERNMENT ON 18 MAR 87 BY THE EXEC DIR OF THE NATIONAL
LEAGUE OF FAMILIES. A CASE NARRATIVE PERTAINING TO SAME WAS PASSED BY JCRC
ON 4 AUG 87 TO THE SRV EMBASSY IN BANGKOK PURSUANT TO AGREEMENTS REACHED

BETWEEN GENERAL VESSEY AND SRV FOREIGN MINISTER NGUYEN CO THACH,
9 March 1992
DURING THE 12-15 JAN 92 VISIT TO HAWAIIL, THE FOLLOWING CASES WERE
DISCUSSED WITH THE CAMBODIAN TECHNICAL DELEGATION: 1260.

CASE 1260 NARRATIVE WAS PASSED TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT OF
VIETNAM DURING THE 26-28 I'EB 1992 TECHNICAL MEETING. (REF 4)
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== MAJOR COORDINATE CHANGE ===
22 July 1992

ON 23 APR 92, A JOINT U.S./CAMBODIA INVESTIGATION TEAM TRAVELED TO
THREE SEPARATE VILLAGES TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS CONCERNING CASE 1260. PHUM
SRE SEAN VILLAGE (WU600201), WAT ANGKOR NARAM (WU602103), AND ANLUNG PUONG
VILLAGE (WU563177). BASED ON THE INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE
INTERVIEWS, THE TEAM WAS ABLE TO ASCERTAIN THE LOCATION OF AN -ALLEGED
FORMER POW CAMP RELATED TO REFNO 1260. THE ALLEGED POW CAMP IS LOCATED IN
THE VICINITY OF GRID COORD (WU563177), TBONG KHMUM DISTRICT, KAMPONG CHAM
PROVINCE. THE VILLAGERS INTERVIEWED HAD NO INFORMATION PERTAINING TO AN
AMERICAN POW HAVING EVER BEEN HELD AT THE ALLEGED POW CAMP. (REF

5)

6 August 1992

DIA AND JTF-FA AGREE ON INCIDENT LOCATION AND LAST KNOWN LOCATION;
HOWEVER, FOR OPERATIONAL PURPOSES, THE JTF-~FA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN
CAMBODIA. BASED ON HISTORICAL PURPOSES, DIA CARRIES WALTER FERGUSON IN
SOUTH VIETNAM. :

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
12 January 1993

FROM 1-14 NOV 92, A UNILATERAL TEAM COMPRISED OF MEMBERS FROM THE
VNOSMP AND SONG BE PROVINCE TASK TEAMS CANVASSED LOCAL RESIDENTS IN SEARCH
OF INFORMATION PERTAINING TO CASE 1260 THROUGHOUT THE NORTHERN DISTRICTS
OF SONG BE PROVINCE. THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE PERIOD, NOT ONE POTENTIAL
WITNESS WITH EITHER FIRSTHAND OR HEARSAY INFORMATION COULD BE LOCATED.

(REF 7)

28 January 1993

DURING JFA-20 (22 OCT-18 NOV 92) A JOINT TEAM ATTEMPTED TO INVESTIGATE
THIS CASE. VNOSMP OFFICIALS STATED THEY COULD FIND NO WITNESSES WITH
INFORMATION PERTINENT TO THIS CASE. FURTHER, THE JOINT TEAM WAS® UNABLE TO
OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION TEAT COULD BE CORRELATED TO THIS CASE. (REF 8)

28 September 1993

NO INFORMATION COULD BE CORRELATED TO CASE 1260 DURING THIS INVESTIGATION.
FIVE PERSONS WITH KNOWLEDGE OF COSVN PRISON CAMP SYSTEMS WERE INTERVIEWED
BUT NONE RESPONDED AFFIRMATIVELY WHEN DIRECTLY QUESTIONED ABOUT CASE 1260

OR A PRISONER THAT MAY HAVE BEEN SHOT WHILE ATTEMPTING TO FLEE. (REF 9)
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=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
28 September 1993

SRV DOCUMENT PROVIDED IN APR 93, TITLED "LIST OF AMERICAN PRISONERS THAT
DIED IN THE SOUTH AFTER THEIR CAPTURE," CORRELATES TO REFNO 1260-1-01.
LINE ENTRY #31 CORRELATES BASED ON THE INDIVIDUAL’S NAME. (REF 10)

15 October 1993

ON 1 SEP 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER BRIEF CASE ASSESSMENTS FOR EACH OF
THE 27 DIED IN CAPTIVITY .CASES. THE ASSESSMENTS WERE IN RESPONSE TO A
U.S. PRESENTATION OF THE D.I.C. LIST AS A GUIDE FOR SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM
INVESTIGATION. ONE OF THESE CASES WAS REFNO 1260, WHICH THE VIETNAMESE
RECOMMENDED FOR FURTHER JOINT INVESTIGATION. (REF 11)

4 May 1994

ON 14 DECEMBER 1993, THE SRV PROVIDED SEVERAL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO 84
CASES ASSIGNED TO THE JTF-FA SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT). ONE DOCUMENT
TITLED, "REGARDING U.S. PERSONNEL WHO DIED WHILE HELD CAPTIVE IN SOUTHERN
VIETNAM", PROVIDES INFORMATION CORRELATING WITH REFNO 1260-1-01 AN
UNRESOLVED CASE. CORRELATION IS BASED ON NAME, RANK, INCIDENT DATE AND
LOCATION OF LOSS. (REF 12)

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 20 DECEMBER 1993

smaca=s BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION cemormocsoscucscooacmmaccccson

REFNO: 1261-0-01 (ACCNO 6196)
Name: HEEP, WILLIAM ARTHUR

Nationality AMERICAN
Service NAVY
Grade 03

SSAN

Serial No 3>A174
Birth date 6 Jun 1
Home State CALIFORN

Site Type:
UTM:
Lat/Long:
Country:
Military Region:
Mission Province:
(formerly):
Mission District:
Mission Date:
Mission Category:
Local Analysis:

No Information Avail

Vehicle Type

Crash Type: Enemy action
call Sign: TAPROOM 307

Year

!Race
I Sex

|Hair
|Eyes

CAUCASIAN

Status: (A) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Date Status assigned: 15 Aug 1974

'Height 73 in /1.85 mtrs |[Weapon No

942 |Weight 189 1b / 85.6 kg {Duty pos
IR {Religion

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

WATER SITE
48QYF640450

182850N / 1073001E
OVER WATER - VN

S

VN - OVERWATER

VN - OVERWATER

24 Aug 1968
3
None.

PROTESTANT

IBlood Chit #&.
'Blood type A #
Complexion #
| Weapon #
#
PILOT
'PW Camp S

SITB INFORMATION W B N N ON N N S BN 3N O RS B & AN AT NN A NE M KX O 5K SN SN S X B

ENEEEDS JTF—FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY EEEENOEEECOINEEaESIRIDNERER

able

: F4B

1 S

VEHICLE DATA

Serial: 150434

Engine Type: J79

1 Serial: #
2 Serial: #

sEEImRn SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY AN ENEEECEENRCMESECEREE S MO N

# = TItem has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

$ = Item is not applicable to this case.
= Data for item is unknown or not available,

@ or Blank
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